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SALUTATIONS 

 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

1. I am honoured to have this opportunity to address this auspicious 

occasion of the Launch of the National Ethics and Anti-Corruption 

Policy, Sessional Paper No. 2 of 2018.  We are launching this Policy at 

a time when our nation and, indeed, the whole world is grappling with 

the effects of an ongoing health pandemic that threatens, not only our 

health, but our economic wellbeing. The need to secure scarce resources 

for the betterment of our nation is greater now than it was before. It is 

more important now than ever before that the journey to recovery and 

nation-building be undertaken with transparency and accountability.  

 

2. It is a matter of common knowledge that corruption is a major 

stumbling block to the achievement of our national development goals 

enshrined in Vision 2030 and the Big Four Agenda. By diverting funds 

meant for development, corruption undermines the delivery of public 

services and the achievement of development goals. 

 



 

3. According to surveys on socio-economic challenges in Kenya, the 

scourge of corruption is perceived as the biggest challenge and hence 

the need for an overarching policy framework for effective and 

sustained anti-corruption strategies. 

 

4. The overall objective of the National Ethics and Anti-Corruption Policy 

is to reduce levels and prevalence of corruption, and unethical practices 

in Kenya, by providing a comprehensive, coordinated and integrated 

framework for the fight against corruption and promotion of ethics. 

 

5. As the office tasked with coordinating strategies for ethics, integrity and 

anti-corruption, the adoption and approval of this first National Policy 

on Ethics and Anti-Corruption is a great milestone in the war against 

corruption.  

 

6. As we inaugurate this Policy, I would wish to urge all Kenyans to ensure 

effective implementation of the Policy by adopting zero tolerance to 

corruption.  The duty to rid Kenya of corruption rests on the shoulders 

of every Kenyan and every person resident in Kenya. 

 

7. To my colleagues in public service, this requires us to remember that 

public service is a duty to serve the people and we must therefore strive 

to provide our services professionally while ensuring optimal use of 

national resources for the benefit of our and future generations.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

8. At this point, let me appreciate our anti-corruption agencies and other 

actors in the justice chain for upscaling and prioritizing the war against 

corruption. Recent happenings in the anti-corruption arena have seen 

the redoubling of efforts in the enforcement of anti-corruption laws. 

The renewed vigour in the national war against corruption must be 

sustained. Indeed, without strong watchdog institutions, impunity 

becomes the very foundation upon which the systems of corruption are 

built, if impunity is not done away with, all efforts to bring an end to 

corruption are in vain. I am happy to report that under the framework 

of the Multi-Agency Team, law enforcement agencies have collaborated 

to conduct joint operations, share information and intelligence on a 



 

real-time basis. This has increased the rate of convictions and asset 

recovery.  

 

9. Noting that corruption is cross border in nature and that international 

cooperation is an important anti-corruption strategy, the OAG & DOJ 

and other government agencies will continue to pursue strategic 

partnerships with other states and international agencies with a view to 

strengthening our capacity to prevent and combat corruption and, for 

the return of proceeds of crime stashed abroad. Since corruption 

involves deprivation of assets from its rightful owners, the public, such 

property must be traced, seized and returned to its legitimate owners. 

Nothing deters a corruption perpetrator more than the removal of the 

advantage gained. 

 

 

10. In that regard, to ensure that the Policy is fully implemented, the Office 

of the Attorney General and Department of Justice will establish a team 

to coordinate the implementation of the Policy. The will provide annual 

progress reports to all stakeholders on progress made and any 

challenges encountered in the implementation of the National Ethics 

and Anti-Corruption Policy. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

11. Having a policy to deal with corruption is one thing, having it 

implemented by we, human beings, is quite another. If we do not 

accept to eliminate moral indiscretions from amongst ourselves, we will 

not be successful in our fight against corruption. We must start with 

repairing the moral fibre of our society by eliminating the impunity with 

which some of us conduct our private affairs, the inconsideration for 

the welfare of ordinary citizens, the lack of respect in dealing with 

fellow humans and, the greed for wealth that we shall one day leave 

when we are called by our Creator because, these are the fuel for 

corruption.   

 

12. Until such time as we can individually, honestly and truthfully eliminate 

corruption from our lives and shame those who glorify ill-gotten 



 

wealth, we will not change. In this regard, each and every one of us is 

a leader in the fight against corruption because we all have a say. 

 

13. It is now my pleasure to declare the National Ethics and Anti-Corruption 

Policy launched. 

 

Thank you and God bless. 

 

 


